
From: xxx <@live.com> 

Subject: Re: Re land use bylaw 
Date: January 30, 2023 at 10:03:55 AM CST 

To: Thorhild County Residents United <thorhildcountyresidentsunited@gmail.com> 

 

Thank you for your quick reply, I really appreciate it very much, we are just starting to get 
organize as non of us new this was coming. 

I look forward to the phone call from your group, we all need to connect and share information. 

Thank you  

Kindest regards 
M 

 

 

 
On Jan 30, 2023, at 2:41 AM, Thorhild County Residents United 

<thorhildcountyresidentsunited@gmail.com> wrote: 

 

Hi M, 
 

One of our members will arrange to call you. 

 

Hopefully an engaged and watchful public can keep the punitive and overreaching Land 
Use Bylaws from being enacted all over the country. We're a small group of Thorhild 
County residents (we aren't politicians or lawyers, and we have farms, families, and day 
jobs) in Thorhild County who stumbled onto our proposed Land Use Bylaw (LUB). None 
of us expected that our concern and experience would reach so many people. We are 
pleased that it has, though! We are not associated with the government at any level, 
and none of us are lawyers (some of us do have municipal government experience, 
though not as elected officials).  
 
There is a lot of information on this, so hopefully this email isn't too long. The *big* 
message is: get people involved. At the end of this email, there are a list of some of the 
options available to you as a community/ the general public. Unfortunately, Land Use 
topics themselves can't be petitioned, but in communicating with your Council and CAO 
that the community is willing to mobilize in keeping them accountable, the hope is that 
they will choose to do the right thing. For example: People in our community were 
saying that they were wanting Council to be investigated for corruption and put in jail, so 
a couple of people told their councillors over the phone that that was some of the 
conversation occurring in the community and those councillors took notice really quickly 
of what the people calling them and emailing them were saying. Now, that's not a viable 
option, but it communicates to them how upset people are. We have provided some 
viable options at the end - ones our community may end up using if necessary. 
Municipal Affairs is also a very good resource for information (information included 
below).   
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We encourage our fellow residents to call or email their councillors and the CAO (Chief 
Administrative Officer), as advised by Municipal Affairs advisors. This is the advice for 
people in all municipalities. Encourage everyone in your county to contact the CAO 
AND your councillors to express their concerns - the more people who engage, the 
more "pressure" there is for councils to be accountable and act in a way responsible to 
the people who voted for them. 
 

We understand that municipalities are supposed to consult with the land owners before 
rezoning their Use Types, but you can consult with Municipal Affairs on this specific 
topic. As Albertans, we are always allowed to contact the Government of Alberta Office 
of Municipal Affairs and speak to their advisors if we have questions or concerns 
about our municipal bylaws and government. We have spoken with the advisors there 
multiple times about many questions. They aren't lawyers, so they advise you on how 
the Municipal Government Act applies to your concern (they have been great with us so 
far). If you call the switchboard (phone number 310-0000) and ask to speak to an 
advisor at Municipal Affairs, they will direct you to the correct people.  
 

You can also contact the Law Society of Alberta. They will connect you with an 
appropriate lawyer and you get the first half an hour free. 1 (800) 661-1095. 
 

The CAO brings forth documents from the Administration to the councillors to read, 
debate the merits of, and ultimately pass and enact or defeat. If there are clauses or 
statements in the documents that councillors don't agree with or don't like, it is their 
responsibility to address those with other Council members and the 
Administration/CAO.  
 
As residents of our county, the feedback that we have for our Council is that we needed 
more awareness of the LUB review process before it got to the "Final Draft" stage and 
before the Public Hearing- engage people on social media, by mail, and in 
person. Make sure you and the people in your community voice your concerns 
before or during the Public Hearing - do this by registering to speak, submitting 
letters to the CAO or Council to be read at the Public Hearing by the Administration (if 
you can't attend), attending digitally or by phone (if those are an option), and by 
attending the meeting and speaking when the floor is open to people who wish to speak 
(unregistered speakers). We bolded and underlined before or during the Public Hearing, 
because residents and the Public should also be made aware ahead of time that- by 
protocol set out in the Municipal Government Act (all municipalities must follow this 
Government of Alberta document)- once the Public Hearing is closed, Councillors are 
not permitted to discuss or consider further input or feedback from the public in regards 
to Bylaw content. Any issue brought to Council before the closing of the Public Hearing 
is supposed to be considered by Council in their deliberations. 
 
A lot of people have asked us what a Land Use Bylaw (LUB) is and why/how it impacts 
them. All municipalities in Alberta (and most everywhere else) are required to have one 
in place. This document governs how different land types can be used and how - for 
example, it can stop a dump from popping up in your backyard or regulate how your 



neighbours can use dynamite underground so your well doesn't collapse in. LUBs are 
used to govern all land types such as agricultural, residential, commercial, and 
industrial. 
 

We are encouraging people to check the status of their own municipality's LUB and get 
involved if it is in review or rewrite stages. Participate in the surveys and watch the 
progress - provide input when it's asked for. A good place to start looking for a Land 
Use Bylaw document for your county is the County/ Municipality website or simply 
searching, "Municipality Name" Land Use Bylaw. We had to use a search engine to find 
the document, since it wasn't readily available or searchable on our County's website.  
 

Our recommendations to members of the public (in any municipality) for this process 
are below: 
 
1- Familiarise yourself with the existing Bylaws. 
2- When were they last written/ updated? Do they need updating? 

3- Check out your consultant - their company name and logo will be on the front page or 
within the first two pages of the document. Some consultants are easy to tell if they're a 
good match for your County. Some are easy to determine that they aren't a good fit, too 
(like having an "Urban Planning" firm draft documents for an agricultural county). Most 
have a website, browse it. 
4- Read your new proposed Land Use Bylaw (take a glass of wine, tea, or hot chocolate 
if you need to) 
4a- Make a list of all of the changes that concern you, or as many as you can. 
4b- Look for "In case of an emergency" clauses (lockdowns, climate lockdowns, and 
public emergencies). 
5- If you aren't happy with what you see in the proposed Bylaw, request justification for 
the specific changes from your Councillor and the CAO/Administration and 
communicate your concerns with the CAO and your Councillor . 
6- Request amendments and edits to the draft before it passes the First Hearing. Read 
the document and be prepared before the First Hearing, which is where the councillors 
can ask questions about the document and put forth motions to have it adjusted before 
returning it to Chambers for another attempt at a First Reading. 
6a- Tell your neighbours and friends. If the document is still unsatisfactory to you and 
passes the First Reading, speak at the Public Hearing and get your neighbours and 
friends to as well. (People can speak if they aren't registered, but if you are registered to 
speak, then you will have a designated time to speak). Articulate the issues you/they 
have with the document. Having people in the community like us who monitor the 
activity of Council is awesome to keep Council accountable and transparent. 
7- Ask questions and demand answers. 
8- Stick with the process. Watch for when Council brings the LUB to its next reading 
(second or third) and be there for the meeting. 
 

Approaching the new proposed LUB, we highly recommend reading it through. Every 
page. 



Do not forget to cross-reference the definitions of terms because those definitions can 
be quite restrictive without you realising it. Look at the sections on "Enforcement," "Non-
Conforming" structures or "Non-conformity," and Land Use Districts that are relevant to 
you (though it's good to have a sense of what is happening in all of the Land Use 
Zones; for example, some of our members are on farms and others are on residential 
properties, so we each looked at the Land Use Zone appropriate to where we live and 
then kept reading about the other zones). Also, search the document for language 
like "in the opinion of," "to the satisfaction of," and "deemed necessary by" the 
Development Authority. Every municipality uses slightly different language, so you 
can key word search for (Find in page): satisfaction, opinion, non-con (to bring up 
clauses that have non-conforming or non-conformity in them). Some other places to 
look for excessive restrictions are Signage (freedom of expression and speech), 
Landscaping (and other General Requirements like Fencing), and Hens (yes, chickens- 
check if hen enclosures need permits no matter how big or small they are, even if 
they're on farms).  
 

If the Bylaw refers you to another County Bylaw, cross-check with that Bylaw and make 
sure that the document exists AND is what the new proposed LUB suggests it is (for 
example, our proposed LUB directs the reader to the "Urban Hen Bylaw" though 
Council voted against Urban Hens in 2021 and there is no such document. Our 
proposed LUB also directs us to the Animal Control Act for how to keep animals; 
however, our County's Animal Control Bylaw is specific to dogs). Raise these issues 
when you address the Administration/Consultant/CAO during regular Council meetings 
and the First Reading. 
 

We have been encouraging the residents in Thorhild County who contact us to call 
and/or email our Councillors and the CAO (Chief Administrative Officer). So this also 
applies to other counties. The key is ALSO to contact the municipality's office of the 
CAO, since they also have to record input and engagement. There are no wrong or right 
questions to ask, but asking questions instead of making statements is a good tactic. 
Making statements is also necessary. 
 

It's a lot of work to keep councils accountable if they are not conducting business in a 
way that is best for the residents of their county. We look forward to updates. 
 

We also recognise that this issue isn't localised to our county! We're encouraging 
people across the province and the country to start paying attention to their municipal 
LUBs, whether they are in a review or rewrite, and what stage of the process they're in. 
Hopefully an engaged and watchful public can keep the punitive and overreaching Land 
Use Bylaws from being enacted all over the country. 
 

We have information available on our 
website:  https://thorhildcountyresi.wixsite.com/tcresidents  
 

And if you're on Facebook, we have a page there, too, where you can find discussion 
around this topic:  Thorhild County Friends Fighting the Land Use Bylaw 

https://thorhildcountyresi.wixsite.com/tcresidents
https://www.facebook.com/groups/918210182514471/?ref=sharehttps://www.facebook.com/groups/918210182514471/?ref=share&exp=8ce3


 

Good luck and all the best! 
 

A small group of concerned citizens 

 

On Sun, 29 Jan 2023 at 19:09, xxxx <live.com> wrote: 
Hello  

I recently received a copy of a letter that was sent to Mark Friesen, about the Land Use Bylaw 

for the Thorhild County.  

We live in Saskatchewan and are currently working on a video presentation for our Rural 
Municipality and Rate payers 

to wake they up.  

Would you be so kind to give me a call. I would really like to speak to you about the LUB, as we 

need to get organized  
In Saskatchewan to push back all these insane things that are coming at us.  

Thankyou 

Kindest Regards 
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